
Will Will It Juice? at the Melbourne Fringe Juice? 

Will it Juice? is Melbourne’s favourite improv team.  Featuring a diverse group of performers 

from a broad array of artistic backgrounds they create a synergy that is unrivalled within the 

traditional improv scene. Their style of comedy is at once absurd and joyful while also deeply rooted 

in reality and shines a critical light upon modern Australian society.  

However, the future of Will it Juice? is shrouded in uncertainty. Due their engagement as a house 

team at the Improv Conspiracy Theatre (TIC) they face being forcibly disbanded in June. Even the 

unlikely event of them being made into a Harold team will not alleviate these concerns entirely as a 

Harold team at the theatre is equally likely to be disbanded after six to twelve months.  

Will it Juice? is thus at a crossroads. They can choose to do nothing and surf the status quo, 

potentially being disbanded in June. Or they can initiate their own scene and ‘Yes, and’ their way 

into being a constant of the Melbourne comedy community.  

 

 

My name is Jacob Sacher and this is my pitch. 

 

Between the 12th and 29th of September Will It Juice? performs seven shows at the Melbourne 

Fringe Festival, the minimum number of shows to be considered for an award. This will achieve a 

number of objectives.  

1. Follow the fun 

Eventually every improviser in the House Team-Industrial complex is forced to ask themselves why 

they want to be in a Harold team anyway. There are many valid reasons from the added prestige and 

social capital to the feeling of affirmation a place in a house team holds. However, the main reason 

to be in a house team is uncontroversial, it’s fun, its enjoyable, and it makes the fleeting time we 

have on earth a little more bearable.  

The members of Will it Juice? can achieve these same outcomes without help from external actors. 

A show at the Melbourne Fringe would allow for the same stage-time, bonding opportunities and joy 

as performing on the Improv Conspiracy Mainstage. However, the added autonomy that producing a 

show provides would ensure the team’s level of bonding and friendship is heightened beyond their 

current base reality.    

2. Industry opportunities and career progression 

Performing improv can also be a path into the comedy industry. More so in the United States than 

Australia, the improv stage is often utilised as a casting pool for the next generation of comedic 

talent. This is not the case for the Melbourne comedy scene and industry professionals – Agents, 

reviewers, tv executives – usually forgo the improv theatres for more ‘traditional’ comedy fare1.  

One reason that improv has been neglected over the past few decades however is that the 

Australian comedy industry revolves around the ‘festivals’ (Melbourne International Comedy Festival 

and Melbourne Fringe Festival being the relevant examples). In Australia comedy talent is not 

sourced and recognised on a weekly basis but rather at a few set times around the year. To succeed 

in Australian comedy, one must do a walk on into the festival scene.  

Will it Juice? performing a run at the Melbourne Fringe (with a strong publicity campaign) would 

thus ensure a far greater level of recognition within the industry than any performance at the 

                                                             
1 White men who would look presentable on tv performing uncontroversial stand-up 
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Improv Conspiracy Theatre could. Furthermore, even if the goal is to perform at TIC in the future 

Will it Juice? could leverage the positive media attention into future performance opportunities 

such as a monthly or weekly show. 

3. Follow the fun… again 

The members of Will it Juice? have all concluded that they enjoy performing with one another. A run 

at the Melbourne Fringe would allow for (if nothing else) at least seven opportunities to do so.  

The Logistics 

Will it Juice? has a huge advantage over other comedy shows due to their size. The main correlate of 

an amateur comedy production making a profit is the size of its cast2, as let’s face it, most people 

seeing amateur comedy are the friends and relatives of the performers.  

The following calculations will assume that every performer can bring ten paying members from 

their social networks along to the show. This is a HIGHLY conservative estimate as most members 

should be able to bring four or five times that.  

The other advantage of the large cast size is that costs are spread so thinly as to be immaterial. A 

loss of $1000 (STUPIDLY HIGH I WOULD BE VERY DISAPOINTED AND ASHAMED) while large for an 

individual would be manageable at $111 each.  

A back of the envelope (conservative) calculation for the costs of the proposed show.  

Fringe Registration + Venue Hire + Professional Photography + Advertising 

= 430 + 1050 + 200 + 300 

=1980 

 

Thus if every member of the group brought 10 people (conservative) and tickets were $15 

(conservative) revenue would be 1350. 

 

The show would cost the team $630 

 

Which at $70 per performer is well worth it for the opportunity to perform 7 times.  

It must be noted that this calculation was assuming the group is ripped off for every single 

conceivable expense, and then has disappointing ticket sales which are priced well below what a 

Fringe show should realistically be priced.  

Format 

The proposed format is two montages each of 20 – 25 minutes. Before each montage the group 

would elicit an applause from the audience and request a word which would help to set or reset the 

energy in the room.  

This format (the format most commonly seen in hour long shows in the United States) ensures that 

the team is performing sets in the time constraint they are most used to. Furthermore it works as a 

quality control mechanism in that by resetting after 20 – 25 minutes to ask the audience for a new 

suggestion it ensures that if one of the sets is not ‘clicking’ there is another set just around the 

corner that will.  

                                                             
2 Ever wondered why student theatre productions always have a cast of one-hundred million people? This is 
why. 


